
   LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber, 

Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on 

Monday, 2nd October 2017 at 3.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Gerry Warnock.
PRESENT:
Councillors -  Paraic Brady John Browne, Mick Cahill,  Colm Murray, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly and Paul Ross.  


Ms. Madeline Bennett, Ms. Aisling Nolan, 

Mr. Luke Casey.

Superintendent  Jim Delaney.      

Superintendent Brian Mohan.


Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.

Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.

APOLOGIES:-
Councillors Seamus Butler, Padraig Loughrey and Gerard Farrell.


 Ms. Rosalind Greene, Mr. Peter Cox.
MEETINGS

ADMINISTRATOR: 
Anne Lee.                                              
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the 3rd July 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING.

None.

GARDA REPORT.

Superintendent Mohan briefed the members on the following and replied to queries raised –
· Success of policing control at the Marquee in Drumlish Festival from a Garda perspective.

· Statistics  - 

· Assaults.

· Dangerous Driving.

· Burglaries/Thefts

· Meeting with diverse communities in Edgeworthstown.
· Recital by the Garda Band in Edgeworthstown.

· Granard Municipal District Meeting – Presentation by Moran CCTV and Airsynergy.  Supt. Mohan stated that the CCTV system demonstrated at the Granard MD Meeting would help to alleviate the amount of time Gardai spend checking CCTV footage.
Superintendent Delaney briefed the members on the following and replied to queries raised -

· Statistics  - 

· Assaults.

· Dangerous Driving.

· Burglaries/Thefts

· Public Order offences.

· Community policing.

Superintendent Delaney stated that the increased success of Gardai in tackling crime was a result of dedicated initiatives targeting well known criminals under the watch of the recently devised Longford Resource Unit.   However, Superintendent Delaney stressed the pressures being experienced by Garda management at local level in meeting the day to day demands of running their districts with diminished staff numbers.
Councillor P. O’Toole complimented the Gardai for the excellent policing at the Leinster Fleadh in Ballymahon. 

Councillor J. Browne requested the Gardai to endeavour to eliminate begging in Longford town. He stated that shopkeepers are uncertain whether they can ask the people who are begging to move from outside their premises.  
LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORT. 
Mr. C. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, updated the members on the following  and replied to queries raised  -
· CLÁR Scheme.
· Outdoor Recreational Infrastructure Scheme.

· Community Facilities Scheme.
· Community Grant Scheme.
· Town and Village Renewal Scheme.

· Healthy Ireland Fund.
UPDATE ON CCTV.
Superintendent Delaney stated that the Memorandum of Understanding is still with the Garda Commissioner for signing. 

With regard to the presentation given by Moran CCTV and Airsynergy at the Granard Municipal District Meeting, it was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole  that a similar presentation be given at a County Council meeting. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Justice and Equality requesting the Minister to meet a delegation from the Joint Policing Committee regarding  the following issues  -

· Request for adequate personnel and financial resources to maintain a satisfactory level of Garda services in County Longford .

· Funding for effective CCTV systems in towns in the County.
LONGFORD JOINT ACTION PLAN.
Supt. Jim Delaney gave a comprehensive update regarding the Joint Action Plan which was agreed by the Gardai and the Local Authority to tackle anti-social behaviour in the Ardnacassa/Palace Crescent/Grian Ard areas of Longford town. 
Supt. Delaney detailed the actions completed to date and future actions - 
· Audit/Inspection/Micro-chipping of dogs
· Neighbourhood watch clinics
· Estate Clean up day and large Waste collection.
Future actions  -

· Scheduled Actions Assessment/Review 

· Implementation expansion meeting (Forward looking accountability)
· Community Forum/Stakeholder feedback
P. Mahon confirmed that updates will be provided to the Joint Policing Committee. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR PUBLIC MEETING.
The 2017 Joint Policing Public Meeting will be held at 4.00 p.m. on Thursday, 

2nd November in the Longford Arms Hotel  - the theme for this year’s meeting is “Embracing our Diverse Communities”.

A.O.B.

Traffic Calming and Speed Control in Drumlish – Councillor P. Brady.
In response to a request from Councillor P. Brady regarding traffic calming and speed control in Drumlish, it was agreed that this issue will be considered by the Gardai and the TII.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting be held on the 4th December 2017.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the

Monday, 4th December 2017.
Signed:   __________________

               Chairperson.[image: image1.jpg]
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